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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 


1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment of 11 April 2000 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 2 and 9-32 . 

3. O The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

a)D All b)DSome* c) □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

1. □ received. 

2. □ received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number). . 

3. □ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. IZI Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office Action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 

the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 
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(b) [3 including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) S to Paper No. 3. 

(c) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the examiner. 

(d) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment. 


Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 
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ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/083,952 
Art Unit: 2761 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The rejections and objections are withdrawn in view of applicant's amendment. 

Drawings 

3. Formal drawings are now required and must be filed within the THREE MONTH 
shortened statutory period set for reply in the "NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY" (PTOL-37 
or PTO-37). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 

CFR 1 .136(a). Failure to timely submit the drawings will result in ABANDONMENT of 
the application. The drawings should be submitted as a separate paper with a 
transmittal letter which is addressed to the Official Draftsperson. The art unit number, 
application number and number of drawing sheets should be written on the reverse side 
of the drawings. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ronald Reichman on 17 April 2000. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In Claim Inline 5, replace the word "pre-printed" with "pre-printing" 
In Claim ID, line 7 delete the word "fluorescent" and insert therefore 


• 
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- information is printed with a phosphorescent- 


In Claim 1 1fTine 6 delete the word "pre-printed" and insert therefore 


-variable information is printed with a- 


In Claim 1 1 ,Jipe-7"3elete the word "pre-printed" and insert therefore 


-variable- 


In Claim l^^ftne 3, delete -wherein a- 


In Claim Inline 4, delete -portion of the pre-printed fluorescent ink and the 
remaining portion of the pre-printed — 


In Claim 1€fnne 5, delete -information is printed with a non-luminescent ink- 


In Claim 12, line 1, insert after the word "mail," -Isaid system comprising: 


means for pre-printing information on a mail piece to produce a postal indicia; 
means for printing variable payment information within the postal indicia or within 


the vicinity of the postal indicia- 



Reasons for Allowance 


3. Claims 2, 9-32 are allowed. 


4 The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As per Claim 9: 

The prior art of record, specifically, Hubbard, taken either individually or in 
combination fails to disclose or teach: 

a portion of the pre-printed information is printed with a flourescent ink and the 
remaining portion of the pre-printed information is printed with a non-luminescent ink on 
permit mail, 

in combination with all the limitations of Claim 9. 
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As per Claim 10: 

The prior art of record, specifically, Hubbard, taken either individually or in 
combination fails to disclose or teach: 

a portion of the pre-printed information is printed with a phosphorescent ink and 
the remaining portion of the pre-printed information is printed with a non-luminescent ink 

on permit mail, 

in combination with all the limitations of Claim 10. 


As per Claim 11: 

The prior art of record, specifically, Hubbard, taken either individually or in 
combination fails to disclose or teach: 

a portion of the variable information is printed with a flourescent ink and the 
remaining portion of the variable information is printed with a non-luminescent ink on 
permit mail, 

in combination with all the limitations of Claim 1 1 . 


As per Claim 12: 

The prior art of record, specifically, Hubbard, taken either individually or in 
combination fails to disclose or teach: 

a portion of the variable information is printed with a phosphorescent ink and the 
remaining portion of the variable information is printed with a non-luminescent ink on 
permit mail, 

in combination with all the limitations of Claim 12. 


As per Claim 21: 

The prior art of record, specifically, Hubbard, taken either individually or in 
combination fails to disclose or teach: 

printing a permit mail postal indicia with a postage meter; 
deducting the value of the printed postal indicia from the meter; 
in combination with all the limitations of Claim 21 . 


The Claims which depend from the above allowed claims are allowed for the 
same reasons. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Dixon whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7 - 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Todd Voeltz can be reached on (703) 305-9714. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-9051 
for regular communications and (703) 305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9700. 
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